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1997 – Sprayer testing scheme started by Agricultural Engineers Association
- Micro-granular applicator testing

2003 – National Sprayer Testing Scheme (NSTS) formed
- Advisory board set up
- Annual figures sent to HSE (CRD) – total tests (all types), regions and sectors

Number of tests by type
Most common faults – anti-drip, leaks static and under pressure, filters, contents gauge, boom fore/aft

2009 – Fogging machine testing – potato stores

2015 – Slug pellet applicator testing
- Fertiliser spreader testing

2015 – Introduction of electronic test reporting

2016 – Update of test items to include changes in ISO 16122

2023 – New database and app launched

Timeline of NSTS
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Test Centres & Examiners

2023

• 275 Test Centres

• 695 Examiners



New Test Centres

• Application made incl. fee and annual registration

• Confirmation of test kit
1. Testing kit
2. Water collection 
3. PPE

• Training of candidates – expected to have some basic knowledge of sprayers

• City & Guilds Level 3 qualification (sprayer operator qualification is level 2)

• Set up as a Test Centre and qualified Examiners registered to test sprayers

• Admin system for Test Centre

• Access to electronic reporting system and testing



New Test Centres

Training

1 day training for maximum 4 people
1. Classroom study

1. Background information, health and safety, safe procedure
2. Test equipment
3. Legislation
4. Test items and procedure
5. Qualification guidance
6. Use of app

2. Practical 
1. All test item checks explained and completed by candidates

Qualification

Independent assessment
1. Arranged between company and assessment centre
2. NSTS notified of candidates who passed
3. Added to NSTS database



Updates and Audits

1. Quarterly newsletter

2. 10 Examiner meetings each autumn across the UK



Update Meetings



Audits

275 Test Centres, 695 Examiners

3 Auditors

100 – 120 audits per year

Maximum 5 years between audits

1. Check test equipment is up to date and calibrated

2. Watch Examiner carry out a test (actual or dummy)

3. See previous test certificates to confirm correct entry of results

4. Report sent to NSTS for official sign-off and action further requirements (update test

equipment, correct procedure etc.)









Any Questions?

Ian Forman
NSTS Manager

01733 207608/07920 658972
ianf@aea.uk.com 
www.nsts.org.uk


